
The living wage for a single adult is $15.50 per hour. This 
reflects what is needed to meet basic needs and maintain 
some ability to deal with emergencies and plan ahead. 

North Carolina’s minimum wage of $7.25 does not allow 
working families to make ends meet. This amount provides 
less than 47 percent of a living wage for a single adult. 
Minimum wage workers have to clock 85.5 hours each week 
just to make ends meet. A worker earning North Carolina’s 
tipped minimum wage of $2.13 would have to work 291 
hours to earn the equivalent of a living wage.
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In cities across the country, there’s a growing 
call for a minimum wage of $15 an hour. 
From Seattle to Los Angeles to New York, 
workers have demanded and won a $15 
wage. These victories translate into dramatic 
improvements in the lives of working 
families. 

A wage of $15 per hour is significantly higher 
than any minimum wage in the country. 
However, in most states it is not a living wage. 
Since 1999, the Alliance for a Just Society 
has produced an annual living wage report 
calculating what it costs to make ends meet 
for households in selected states. This research 
shows that a national living wage for a single 
adult is $16.87 per hour, based on a weighted 
average of living wages across the country.

Workers are struggling, and it is past time 
for change. Increasing the federal minimum 
wage to $15 an hour and abolishing the tipped 
subminimum wage is a necessary step in 
the right direction, while unionization and 
enforcement of equal opportunity statutes will 
ensure that all workers have access to benefits 
and protections in the workplace. 

At a minimum, working full-time should 
ensure financial stability. It’s time for 
elected officials to take action to make that a 
reality.
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