
Who Makes a Living Wage?
A disproportionate share of women and people of color earn less 
than the living wage necessary to make ends meet. Without a 
living wage — a wage that provides enough to cover expenses 
and have some money left over for savings — working families 
must find ways to cut back, even on essentials like food or 
health care. “Equity in the Balance” uses living wage thresholds 
calculated in the August 2014 Job Gap Economic Prosperity 
Series study to determine the percentages of full-time workers 
who earn a living wage, by gender, race and citizenship.

Across the board, workers in New York City are not earning 
enough to make ends meet. 

 ► Only 44 percent of workers in the state earn enough for a 
single adult to make ends meet.

 ► Only 20 percent earn enough for a single adult with two 
children to make ends meet.

RACE AND ETHNICITY MATTER IN NEW YORK CITY
 ► Only 36 percent of black workers earn enough for a single 

adult to make ends meet.
 ► Only 9 percent of Latino workers earn a living wage 

to support a single adult with two children, and only  
10 percent earn enough to support a family with two 
adults and two children, with only one adult working.

GENDER MATTERS IN NEW YORK CITY
 ► Only 18 percent of female workers earn enough for a 

single adult with two children to make ends meet, and 
only 21 percent earn enough for a family with two adults 
and two children, with only one adult working.

CITIZENSHIP MATTERS IN NEW YORK CITY
 ► Only 11 percent of non-citizen workers earn enough for 

a single adult with two children to make ends meet, and 
only 13 percent earn enough for a family with two adults 
with two children, with only one adult working.

PERCENTAGE OF FULL-TIME WORKERS EARNING  
A LIVING WAGE IN NEW YORK CITY

HH1 HH2 HH3 HH4 HH5

 Living Wage  $22.49  $31.23  $40.66  $37.49  $25.14 

All 44% 30% 20% 23% 38%

RACE

White 55% 40% 29% 33% 49%

People of Color 33% 20% 13% 14% 28%

Black 36% 20% 11% 13% 30%

Asian * 39% 28% 20% 22% 36%

Native American # 34% 24% 15% 20% 29%

ETHNICITY

Latino ** 26% 15% 9% 10% 21%

Non-Latino 50% 35% 24% 28% 44%

GENDER

Female 43% 28% 18% 21% 38%

Male 45% 31% 22% 25% 39%

CITIZENSHIP

Citizen 49% 33% 23% 26% 43%

Non-citizen *** 25% 17% 11% 13% 21%

Household 1: Single adult
Household 2: Single adult with a school-age child (age 6-8 years)
Household 3: Single adult with a toddler (12-24 months) and a school-age 
child (6-8 years)
Household 4: Two adults (one of whom is working) with a toddler and a 
school-age child
Household 5: Two adults (both of whom are working) with toddler and 
school-age child. Numbers are per person.

#  Alone or in combination. Unless otherwise noted, our analysis 
focuses on single-race groups, when sample sizes allow for it. When 
necessary, we include individuals who identify as mixed race into a 
given group’s sample.

*   Aggregating data to the Asian group conceals hidden disparities 
among subgroups, with persons having origins from several dozens 
of countries in the Far East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian subconti-
nent. See report for disaggregated national data.

**   The American Community Survey classifies Latino as an ethnicity.
***   Studies show citizenship is largely misreported by American Com-

munity Survey respondents, particularly among those born outside 
the United States, who tend to underreport undocumented statuses.

Source: Alliance for a Just Society analysis of the U.S. Census Bureau’s 
2013 American Community Survey one-year estimates
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* The American Community Survey classifies Latino as an ethnicity, not a race.    ** HH5 is per person.
Note: Unless otherwise noted, our analysis focuses on single-race groups, when sample sizes allow for it. When necessary, we include individuals who identify as 
mixed race into a given group's sample.


